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Assessment Indicator System and Promotion HUANG Haigang

Path of World Education Center Cities CHEgl L]liﬁ?wei
ifeng

XUE Xinlong

LU Fuyong

Abstract The construction of an evaluation index system for global education hub cities constitutes
a vital component in deepening China's educational opening-up and advancing the development of
an autonomous knowledge system. It also represents a significant measure to implement the 2024-
2035 Master Plan on Building China into a Leading Country in Education. Through an in-depth analysis
of the regional distribution, national distribution, rankings, and China's current status in the “Global Top
100 Education Hub Cities (2025)” list covering 142 sample cities worldwide, this study explores regional
distribution patterns and differentiated competitive landscapes, examines the performance and driving
factors of Chinese cities across various dimensions, and identifies optimized pathways for Chinese
cities to establish themselves as global education hubs. The findings reveal a global education hub
landscape that is characterized by “U.S.-Europe leadership and Asia's rise,” with Boston, London, and
Beijing ranking as the top three. China has 16 cities included in the selection, demonstrating a collective
rise, yet issues such as uneven development in “educational contribution capacity” and “educational
service capacity” persist. Finally, it is proposed that building globally significant education hubs requires
promoting deep integration between education and urban development, establishing diversified and
functionally complementary development pathways, and providing theoretical foundations and policy
recommendations for China's implementation of its strategy to build a leading country in education.
As a pioneering exploration in the field of global education hub cities, this study holds room for further
expansion. First, constrained by data availability, the quantification of certain soft indicators requires further
refinement. Second, while the evaluation system primarily focuses on higher education, future research
could explore incorporating the global competitiveness of basic education and vocational education
into the framework. Looking ahead, research could be deepened in three directions. First, in-depth case
studies could be conducted on exemplary cities like Boston, London, and Beijing to uncover the micro-
level mechanisms of their success. Second, the research unit could be shifted from globally prominent
education hubs to regional ones, and the complex interplay between education and regional economies
could be explored from the perspective of local contexts. Third, a dynamic monitoring database could
be established for long-term tracking to reveal the evolutionary patterns and driving factors of the global
landscape.

Keywords global education hub; major education hub city; leading country in education; educational
opening-up
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